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Etheldreda  House, 

ELY. 

ELY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUICIL. 

TO;-  The  Chairman  and  Me'^^ers 

Ely  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  - I have  the  honour  to  submit 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1965j- 

1.  STATISTICS;  During  1965,  the  usual  statistics  have  been  kept  and 

are  available.  These  are  not  included  in  my  reports 

i.  (SI'ERAJi  HEALTH  SERVICES; 

(a)  Ambulances ; Two  Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Ely,  both  beirg 

operated  by  the  Cambridge shir o and  Isle  of  Ely  Counay 
Councilo 

The  Littleport  St.  John  Amibulance  continues  to 
work  under  the  agency  agreement  with  the  County 
Council.  This  vehicle,  which  serves  the  local 
area,  and  those  areas  adjoining  when  necessary, 
continues  to  be  of  the  greatest  value.  It  is 
manned  and  run  by  local  St.  John  members. 

, /issistance  is  given  on  occasions  by  members 

of  the  Ely  St.  John  /mibulance  Division. 


(b)  Nursing  and  Clinic  Arrangements ; 

Cli.'lc  arrangements  are  as  for  previous  years. 
The  District  Nurses  continue  to  give  their  willing 
and  efficient  services  to  all  those  requiring  them. 
They  greatly  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  Community 
for  all  that  they  do. 


(c)  Hospitals; 

(i) 

Ui) 

(iii) 


Tower  Hospital  for  Chronic  Sick. 

St.  John's  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  and 
long-stay  cases. 

The  Grange  Maternity  Home; 

These  three  Hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


3.  ■ WATER ; So  far  the  Council  has  not  agreed  to  the  fluoridation 

of  the  water  supply. 

In  modern  practice  many  chemicals  are  used  to 
maintain  the  water  supplies  in  a potable  condition.  There  is 
an  increasing  number  of  people  in  the  world  each  year  who 
drink  fluoride  - treated  water,  and  over  the  years  much 
careful  research  has  been  carried  out  to  determine  the 
possibility  of  such  water  causing  ill-effects  in  those 
drinking  it.  After  careful  evaluation  to  date  no  effect  on 
the  morbidity  and  mortality  rates  among  these  people  has  been 
detected. 

In  view  of  the  evidence  of  bad  teeth  and  resulting 
illness,  often  originating  in  childhood,  I feel  every  possible 
effort  must  be  made  to  preserve  the  teeth  of  children,  and  I am 
firmly  convinced  that  fluoridation  is  one  of  the  safest  and 
most  effective  methods  of  attaining  this  idea. 
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4.  SEUAGE: 

(a)  Extensions : No  new  extensions  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewers  has  now 
been  completed.  I wish  to  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the 
expeditious  manner  in  which  this  work  was  done. 

As  a result  of  this  reconstruction  the  overflow  in  the 
Lynn  Road  area  has  been  done  away  with.  As  there  was  a possible 
sourpe  of  contamination  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  the  great 
unlikelihood  of  future  overflow  in  this  area, 

(b)  Sev/age  Disposal  Works; 

I must  refer  back  to  my  Annual  Reports  for  the  years 
1963-1964?  in  which  I comment  on  the  not  wholly  satisfactory 
character  of  the  effluent.  During  these  years  a considerable 
amount  of  research  and  thought  v/as  exercised,  and  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  very  considerable 
improvement  was  brought  about,  and  now  generally  speaking,  the 
effluent  is  within  the  prescrible  limits. 

(c)  Priclwillow  Disposal  VJorks: 

During  the  year,  work  on  the  design  stage  proceeded 
as  quickly  as  other  work  allowed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  New 
Year  will  see  work  started. 

5.  HOUSING:  The  building  on  the  Fairfax  Court  site  was  completed 

during  the  year,  and  that  stage  of  Prior ’ s Court  started  in  I964 
■ was  also  completed. 

Plans  were  started  for  the  Old  People’s  Bungalows  and 
Flats 5 also  the  design  of  houses  for  sale  was  considered  by  the 
Council, 


(a)  Number  of  houses  v/hich  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  or  in  a condition  prejudicial  to 
health 102 

(b)  Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  S 

(c)  Number  of  reports  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a view  to’- 

(i)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  v/orks 3 

(ii)  The  making  of  demolition  orders 1 

(iii)  The  making  of  closing  orders 5 

(iv)  The  making  of  closing  orders  on  part  of  a building  . Nil 

(v)  Voluntary  under taltings  not  to  relet  and  to  demolish 

when  required.  . . .' Nil 


(vi)  Demolition  order  substituted  by  a closing  order.  . . Nil 
(d)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works  . 1 


(e)  Number  of  houses  demolished 7 

Number  of  houses  closed ' . . 3 

Part  of  building  closed Nil 

Persons  displaced.  ...  24 

Families  displaced  9 

(f)  Number  of  houses  made  fit, 3 

(g)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  1936  . 3 

(h)  Inspection  referring  to  Certificate  of  .Disrepair Nil 


(i)  Improvement  Grants  made.  (Financial  year  to  31st  March  I966) . 

(Discretionary)  = 7 = £2,108,  2.  5d. 

(standard)  =11  = 587.  4.  2d. 

£2.695.  6.  7d. 

Council  houses  improved  by  aid  of  grant Nil. 
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6.  SCHOOLS: 


I have  no  comment  to  make. 


7.  MILK:  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order, 

operating  since  April  1959,  is  still  in  force.  This  Order 
prohibits  the  retail  sale  of  raw  milk  unless  it  carries  the 
special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960. 

8,  n^T^CTious  dise;ses-: 

(a)  150  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  received. 

The  total  Ic  made  up  as  follows 


•Measles 142 

Scarlatina  3 

■Pneumonia 1 

I^^lo oping  Cough 2 

Erysipelas 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  «...  1 


Total  150 


(b)  Although  150  notifications  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
received  it  must  be  emphasised  that  142  of  these  were  for 
measles,  so  that  the  incidence  generally  of  infectious  disease 

is  very  satisfactorily,  low.  Epidemics  of  measles  appear 
recently  to  appear  every  second  year.  It  is  fortunate  that 
during  the  past  twenty  years  measles  generally,  in  the 
District,  has  been  a very  .mild  disease.  Immunisation  against 
measles  appears  to  be  not  so  very  far  away  now. 

It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  the 
absence 'of  any  diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

Every  new  baby  must  - repeat  must  - be  immunized  against  this 
horrible  disease,  and  to-day  when  it  is  possible  to  take 
advantage,  for  most  children  of  the  triple  antigen,  giving 
protection  against  diphtheria,  ^^^hooping  cough  and  tetanus  a 
minimum  of  effort  only  is  required  of  parents. 

The  only  additional  "must”  is,  of  course, 
immunization  against  polio-nyelitis . 

Immunization  can  be  carried  out  either  by  the  Family 
Doctor  or  at  a County  Council  Clinic. 

(c)  Tuberculosis ; 

No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 

/if ter  making  the  necessary  adjustments,  there  are  now 
the  following  numbers  on  the  Register 


Respiratory:  „ ^ Non-Respiratory: 

Males.  25 

Females 17  3 


The  figures  remain  the  same  as  in  I964. 

9.  EOQD:  Premises : 

(a)  (i)  12  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of 

Sausages  and  Preseryed  Food, 

(ii)  43  premises  are  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of 
Ice  Cream,  There  is  no  ice  cream  manufactured  for  sale  in 
the  area, 

(iii)  There  is  one  licensed  Slaughter-House  in  the  District, 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  cover  the  inspection  of  meat 

as  fully  as  possible.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  make  the 
inspection  lOO^j  but  I would  draw  attention  to  the  figures  I 
give  in  Appendix  A & B attached,  . ..  .i-  . ■ 
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■ (iv)  The  following  are  food  handling  premises  in  the  areas- 


Butchers.  11 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  11 

Bakers  and-  Confectioners 8 

, Grcp  ars 4 

Greengrocers 12 

Licensed  Premises  . . 4^ 

Sweets  and  Tobacco.  . 11 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish.  5 

Wholesale  V/arehouses 2 

School  Kitchens  4 

General  Stores 17 

Brev/ery  . • 1 

Vegetable  V/holesalers 1 

Chemists 4 

(b)  Food  Hygienes 

The  maintenance  of  food  hygiene  is  one  to  which  the 
greatest  importance  should  be  attached.  In  addition  to 
initial  survey,  repeated  visits  are  essential  if  a high 


standard  is  to  be  maintained,  and  the  Department  tries  to  get 
•better  results  each  year. 

The  employers,  employees  and  shoppers  can  be  of  great 
help  in  this  respect.  However,  as  I have  said  before  there  is  a 
minority,  made  up  of  indifferent  employers,  casual  and  dirty 
employees  and  uncritical  shoppers,  who  succeed  in  lowering  the 
, standard  often  in  a heart-breaking  way. 

Unclean  handlers,  neglected^dirty  and  fly-blom 
premisGS  are  not  just  a matter  of  sentiment  or  of  fussiness. 
These  are  the  ways  by  which  food  becomes  contaminated,  and 
communicable  diseases  and  epidemics  arise  among  members  of  the 
community.  When  an  epidemic  occurs  there  is  a terrific  panic, 
with  probably  some  temporary  improvement  and  then  there  is  a 
tendency  to  revert  to  the  old  slovenly  methods. 

I would  very  much  like  to  mention  by  name  those  shops 
where  a high  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained,  but  perhaps 
this  is  not  necessary,  as  doubtless  these  premises  are  well 
known  to  the  more  critical,  careful  and  discerning  members  of 
the  public, 

(c)  Unsound  Rood: 

See  attached  list. 

10.  MISCELLfi'EOlB ; 7 '' 

(i)  Insect  Pest  Control; 

Wo  problems  have  arisen  during  the  year, 

(ii)  Shops;  The  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway 

Premises  iict  proceed  slowly,  but  I am  not  satisfied  with 
the  rate  of  progress  and  I hope  I shall  have  better  results 
to  report  next  year. 

(iii)  Rodent  Control: 

During  the  year  1,337  inspections  were  carried  out, 
with  an  additional  52  inspections  of  agricultural  premises, 

236  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  and  305  treatments 
and  re treatments  were  carried  out. 

(iv)  Smoke  Abatement; 

3 prior  approvals  for  installation  of  furnaces  were 
given  diiring  the  year. 

There  i-ihre  5 notifications  of  installation. 


4. 


5. 


(v)  Moveable  D\>.rellings : 

No  special  difficulties  have  arisen  during  the  year« 

The  Council's  Caravan  Site  continues  to  be  of  great 
value , 

(vi)  Factories: 

There  are  14  non-mechanical  and  63  mechanical  factories 
in  the  District. 

(vii)  Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  are  no  Comi  on  bodging  Houses  in  the  District. 

(viii) Swimming  Pool; 

In  June  following  a heavy  storm,  a sewer  in  the 
neighbourhood  backed  up,  and  as  a result  there  was  some 
contamination  of  the  water  in  the  pool.  This  was  closed 
immediately  and  not  re-opened  until  intensive  and  repeated 
chlorination  of  the  water  gave  satisfactory  results.  There 
were  no  after-effects  from  this  incident, 

(ix)  Refuse  Tip; 

Continued  care  and  attention  has  resulted  in  a year  free 
of  major  troubles.  The  additional  acres,  referred  to  in  last 
year's  Report,  are  now  in  use. 

(x)  Markets : 

I have  no  comments  this  year. 


11.  PERSONilL; 

During  4pril  and  early  May  I regret  that  owing  to 
illness  I was  in  the  Royal  inr  Force  Hospital,  Ely. 

I must  express  my  appreciative  thanks  for  the  good 
wishes  and  sympathy  of  the  members  of  the  Council.  In 
addition  I am  very  grateful  to  the  Medical  Officers  and 
Nursing  Staff  who  looked  after  me  while  I was  in  Hospital. 

It  was  particularly  fortunate  that  it  was  possible  for 
me  to  enter  that  Hospital,  as  throughout  I was  able  to  keep 
in  touch  with  Council  affairs  either  by  personal  visits  by 
my  colleagues  or  by  telephone. 

I am  sorry  that  my  illness  resulted  in  my  iUinual  Report 
being  so  late  again,  as  I had  had  every  intention  of 
completing  it  much  earlier  in  the  year. 

Finally,  I must  express  my  warmest  thanks  to  Mr,  Brown, 
Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Stroud  for  their  advice  and  assistance 
and  for  the  privilege  of  working  with  them. 

For  the  efforts  of  the  E^blic  Health  Inspectors  - 
Mr.  J.  Bryan  and  Mr.  Minion,  I would  like  to  express  my 
thanks  to  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  & gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Sgd)  K.  S.  MAURICE  SMITH 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

19th  September.  1966.  Ely  Urban  District  Council, 
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;j?ENDIX  L, 


INSPECTION  PiJlIOD  1st  JMUIRY  - 31st  DECEMBER  I965. 


GET TIE 

EXCLUDING  COI^ 

COI-JS 

I 

j 

! C/iLVES 
{ 

( 

SHEEP  & 
L/lIBS 

■] 

PIGS 

1 

No.  slaughtered 
for  sale  for 
human  consumption 

1004 

Nil 

1 

I 

, 658 

1 

H 

0 

Number  fully 
inspected  and 
stamped 

826 

Nil 

1 ^ 

1 

j 

! 529 

I 

1 

1 3270 

Number  partially 
inspected  i.e. 
Green  offal 
not  .inspected 

178 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

j 129 

745 

Number  not 
inspected 

Nil 

Nil  ■ 

Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil 

1 

Ell  diseases 

except  tuber- 

culosis  and 
cysticercosis 

v;hole  carcases 
found  unfit. 

. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

; Nil 

i 

i 

1 Nil 

j 

! 

1 

I 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  found  unfit 

138 

Nil 

1 

i 

! 

1 

311 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
or  partially 
inspected  w^hich 
were  affected 
with  disease 
other  than  T.B, 

<1  Cysticercus 

Bo  vis 

13. 

Nil 

lOOfo 

) 

1 

j 

j 0,7fo 

j 

1 

I 

1 

j j 

1 

7.7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

whole  carcases 

found  unfit 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

1 i 

! Nil  ! 

j. 

Nil 

C arc  as  es  of  whic  h 
some  part  or  organ 
was  found  unfit  j 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

9 

Percentage  of  the | 
number  inspected  j 
or  partially  ' 
inspected  a.ffected 
with  tuberculosis  | 

0.19^ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.22^ 

Cysticercosis 
carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  found  unfit  j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  j 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil, 

Generalised  and 
totally  found  unfo^l 

b Nil 

iUl 

Nil  1 

Nil 

Nil 

;j?SIIDIX  B 


IvEi'J  OFF^iL  UNFIT. 


BOVDE 

PORCBIE 

ovnE 

TOrSL 

; , ' , i 

■ ! ■ ■ ' 1 

; WEIGHT 
) 

: ! 
! Livers  | 

107 

i 

122 

2 

1 

i 1321 

lbs. 

j Lungs  j 

13 

50 

- 

; 140 

lbs. 

1 Kidneys  j 

. 5- 

9 

2 

’ 10^ 

lbs. 

! Hearts  j 

1 

152 

- 

; 77 

lbs. 

! Intestines  { 

6 

34 

- 

1 230 

lbs. 

! Mesenteric  Fat  j 

2 

9 

- 

1 15 

lbs. 

!;  Heads  I 

2 . 

27 

- 

i 300 

lbs. 

j Spleens  i 

3 

7 

i ^ 

lbs. 

j Stomachs  j 

1 

20 

- 

i 55 

lbs'. 

i Pig  flank  i 

— 

j 

- 

! 10  ■ 

lbs. 

! ” hind  leg  ! 

- 

- 

i 42 

lbs. 

: " hind  feet 

- 

1 ^ 

- 

1 7 

lbs. 

1 ” loin  ! 

1 Bovine  hind  quarter 

— 

i — 

— 

1 5 

i 

» 

lbs. 

1 (Part) 

- 

i - 

— 

i 62 

lbs. 

1 Sheep  hind  leg 
. 

t 

! _ 

j 

' 

1 

! 

i 3 

i 

lbs. 

! 

i 

i 

1 2285i- 

lbs. 

UI^SOUND  FOOD  - :q65 


The  following  food  commodities  v;ere  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the 
year  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


/irticle 

Quantity 

Weif^ht 

cwts 

atrs 

lbs 

OZS  a 

Corned  Beef 

28  tins 

1 

— 

14. 

— 

Jellied  Veal 

15  tins 

— 

1 

24 

— 

Ham 

15  " 

— 

3 

12 

— 

Luncheon  Meat 

7 " 

— 

— 

7 

2 

Tinned  kidney 

3 " 

1 

10 

— 

Beef 

3 trays 

1 

““ 

— 

— 

Chopped  Pork 

26  tins 

— 

1 

5 

i4i 

Ox  Tongue 

10  " 

— 

— 

12 

— 

Stewed  Steak 

2 ” 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Chicken  Fillets 

6 " 

— 

— 

13 

3 

Tinned  Fruits 

198  " 

1 

3 

17 

12 

Melons 

8,733 

Lemons 

35 

Cauliflowers 

848 

Tinned  Vegetables 

108  tins 

— 

3 

9 

8 

Tinned  Fish 

13  ” 

— 

— 

6 

4 

Baby  Foods 

4 " 

— 

— 

1 

14 

Jam 

1 jar 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Creamed  Rice 

1 tin 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Soups 

9 " 

— 

— 

9 

6 

Cream 

1 carton 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Evaporated  Milk 

12  tins 

11  pints 

— 

— 

14 

— 

Cranberry  Sauce 

2 tins 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Frozen  Food 

Fish  Products 

357  pkts. 

1 

3 

17 

15 

Meat  ” 

289  " 

1 

1 

10 

8 

Vegetables 

52  " 

— 

— 

27 

— 

Misc,  Foods 

U,  " 

... 

1 

4 

8 

1 


